
SAMPLE MATERIAL
 

Principal’s Message to Parents About Effort
Madison Elementary School, Washington

Topic: National Math Panel: Critical Foundations for Algebra

Practice: Comprehensive Instruction

Brent Perdue, Madison Elementary School’s principal, sends a weekly 

newsletter to parents, The Monday Messenger. He prepared a series 

of feature articles for The Monday Messenger that address issues 

related to effort and persistence, including negative attitudes about 

learning mathematics, the infl uence of adult modeling on attitudes, the 

importance of effort and struggle in learning complex skills, and assisting 

and supporting children without simply providing answers. Three issues of 

The Monday Messenger are included as examples.
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